THE SECRET
ELEPHANT 4

Irish Schools Education Pack

Based on the family musical by Steven Lee
Created by The People’s Theatre Company
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O ABOUT THIS PACK o What's Inside

This Education Pack has been created to support
teachers in delivering rich, cross-cwrricular learning Each lesson inclides:

inspired by The Secred Elsphant. = & short $tory extract

It is designed for 2nd—6th Class and can be used: = clear learning intentions

*  as a one-off lasson = Curriculum Links for the Irish Primary Curriculum
= as a short sequence of lessons = rgady-to-use activities

# or a8 & full thematic project =  worksheets for different lovels

Your de not need 1o see the show to we this pack — = opportunities for reflection, discussion,

bt it your class does, pupils will recognise the and creative response

charsecters and feel like experts.

Curricular Areas Supported o Themes Explored
This pack supports learning across:

«  Language (English) = Bravery & resilience

« SESE (Geography, Science, History) = Family & belonging

= Arts Education (Drama, Visual Arts, Music) # Journeys & migration

* SPHE / Wellbeing »  Habitats & survival

» Emaotional Literacy & Empathy * Symbolism & storytelling
= Creative Thinking & Imagination = Friendship & support
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Lesson 1 — Feelings & Empathy

Understanding emotions, identifying feelings, responding with kindness
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Lesson 2 — Migration & Maps

Journeys, continents, oceans, movement and belonging

Lesson 3 — Courage & Support
Bravery, reassurance, helping others

Lesson 4 — Drama: Stepping Into the Story

Role-play, freeze-frames, character exploration

Lesson 5 — Symbolism & Carvings
Meaning in objects, visual storytelling, creative interpretation

Lesson 6 — Animals, Habitats & Survival

Adaptation, environments, how animals meet their needs

Final Reflection — Belonging & Goodbye
Closure, personal response, emotional literacy

Credits
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LESSON 1 -

Suitable for 2nd-6th Class

LEARMING OBJECTIVE

To explore feslings, meogrise emgathy,
aned understand how charsttiens support
one shother,

CURRICULUM LINKS (IRELAND)

Language {Cral Lasguage & Compreheraion)
» Dicuss felings and responist o

WHAT DO FEELINGS LO(OK LIKE?

W wfs ufs we ufs ufs e W ws ws W o= s B

1, Ask pupds to show “scared”, “Brave”, “worried”, “hopetul”
wing lacial expressions or bady lnguage,

T Ask
& Can you be scared and brave at onceT
= What helps you foeel safe?

2. Younger Classes (2nd-3rd Class)
Task — Feelings & Friendship Actions
Pupdy

1. Deaw twvo simpbe faces:

o Mimiba's Teoling (og., seaned, wairiad
w  Dued’s feeling fe.g. caring, brave)

3. Chooe one “Erierchhip sction” they could do in schaal:
& pETeng WYL SOTeOre
& gaying kind wonds:
o iy LMo wha B veorried

s W o s ofs s ufe

e PLENARY
(5 MINUTES)

OLDER CLASSES
EXTEMSION

A Wirite # short parsgragh
= 'fhat s one thing you comparing Drani's bravery
marnad about bravery tedn? o & roat-bie saampls of
& How &an we hilp otheri ;ﬂnmﬂmqmw
Tonl supported? "_'l" o, farsily marmbar,

& Wiy o ksdnaia whﬂwl-rd_?'qw_:}l_ -
e |

e W W s ¥ oy s o

FEELINGS & g

STORY EXTRACT (1o set the scene)

Messie: “I'm scared.”

wnnts in & s10ry
& Explors characten' motaticn Dani: “Chin up litthe pug.
aned emalioed Auvything's possible.”
SPHE / Wellbeing St
% S e Masii i Aightbovead srd mturs,
s b Erard cominrts har, showing bravery and
» Bscognising how others can - ey
Feedp wi teal nade reassurance even though she & scared toa.
STARTER (w0 MinuTES) MAIN ACTIVITY (20-25 MINUTES)

2. Discuss how we can feal mare than gne fesling at the same time,

1. Exploring Feelings in the Story
Dt

# How Massio feels in the extract

= How Dand supparts ber

= 'hy support from others helps us be brave

3. Older Classes (4th-6th Class)
Task — Empathy & Support Reflection Sheet
Py complete & ihorf refSection;

= Whan have | folt nervous or unsureT

# Who helped me? Mow?
= What does bravery mean to me?

= Higw cin | fuppart samecos shis
whe fealy veorried?

@ OPTIONAL 17 CLASS
ADAPTATION
& Cheddran choose an
smotion card (happey,
sndl, seared, brave).
= Act ot the bealing
= Draw “somoons

bolping somacna”.
©@)e)]

@ SHOW CONNECTION

This bessan links to ety
Famants in The Secret
Efephant whaere Danl
rupports el thecugh
fwar and urceraingy.
Pupili will recognise thike
thamas of bravery and -
kindnaess if they see the show.
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LESSON 2 -

MIGRATION & MAPS

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

To understand long-distance joumaeys,
sxplore migration, and dewelop
mapsraading skills.

CURRICULUM LINKS (IRELAND}

‘ SESE Geography
= dentify cortinents snd corant

STORY EXTRACT ito set the scane! ———
& Enplone roasons wihy snimale . Tl
R Messie: “Dand... what's that?* 1 ' SR T
» Use simpls maps ane directional Steven: "I was a map... ! B
Lariguapi drifting eleser on the wies.” -
e Language forsl Langusge & Comprsbersion) | | SUMMARY:
= Discuss information presesied After the o6 jump, Dani and Messis |
i1 vivual lerm fired & musep floativeg in Ehe water, B
® Ask and aniwer questions thizas o route from Aliea soross
Shout & Jaurny tha Indian Ocean all the way

to Auestrabis.

0 STARTER {10 MINUTES)
WHERE N THE WORLD ARE WE?
L Sherw pupils o simpls world map.
2. Ask then 0o locate:
& Mines
®  Thae bredisn Cicean
& Australa
1 Disocusw
= Moy far apart sre these places?
® e migl an animal trioel sueh o lang divtance?

2. Younger Classes (2nd-3rd Class)
Task — Draw the Journey

Pupils: S
1. Draw a simple map withe | o .:""ﬁr‘“-.
& Altea :r' -.I". A
& Tha oosan L AFRICE 7 e x
o Sustralia R . g
2. Add s dotted e chowing | £ s e '”-.1
Diand i Messba's joumey. | f' J W AUSTRALW
1. Add one thing they might | ~ Y |
so an the way .

{|a Fiwh, & wave, 8 cloud)

PLENARY (5 MskuTES) @ OLDER CLASSES
Auk papile: EXTENSION
» What gurprised you Besearch a real magratng
about the jowrmey T animal jeg., humpback whale.
* Wiky might smrmat mnarch buttorfy, Arctic tern)
travenl am fart and coempane ity journey fo

& Hirw dods & map halp
. undnriting & ibory? &

@ MAIN ACTIVITY (20-25 MINUTES)

1. Exploring the Journey

Crezuwe:

= Why Dani and Nessie might reed o traved

* What dangers or challenges thesy might face
# How maps help us understand journeys

3. Older Classes (4th—&th Class)
Task — Annotated Migration Map

; KLY / LEGEND
Punds create & balled map inchekng terl s
§ Cordirsnity S oo b
v i migration moute B Continets
0 Ahw . Crmam
= Thorf nobes saqplairing why sremak megrate Food, bty dieutel
R e
= S o |
ot oo )
s Lﬂ’.‘-J == |
3 . = Safuty
> [ormca] 0 18 || = Cimae

@ OPTIONAL 157 CLASS
ADAPTATION

User o flacs map or large This besson links to tha

printed map. momaent in The Secret
Chdelran wanl tha routs Efeptunt whan Dani and
from Adrica o Australls Navvie discover the map
wsing & datted line. 7 thaz will guiche tham
: "'""uﬁ Browi the acean
o ﬁ“ f to Australia.

To o = o= o ofs ofr o ws M- o o ofs o e o o e s s s os W= s o
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ﬂ. Suitable for 2nd—-6th Class @

LEARMNING OBJECTIVE
Ta explans courice, undariland hens

charctars supPort ong anothar, and
reflact on momaents when we need halp.

w s W =

CURRICULUM LINKS (IRELAND)

o SPHE / Wellbeing STORY EXTRACT to set the scenet o™
* ldentifying and mansging feslings Messie: "Dani... I'm scared.”
* Understanding how mppert heipa mops | | Dk "o okt W'is not stibic”
* Recognising braviry in wweryday situations

W

W ==
% s - o - i W 2 4 M W S W B W B M- s W e S 2P B M- e - o 2 W BE:

SUMMARY:
A the wabering hole. Dini ressiunes
Massio a3 denger approdches. Dani

Language Oral Lasgusgs & Camgesermion]
» Diisunsing character motivatsons

. Rﬂ‘p-mwdhtgtnlm-uﬁund stays calm and protoctive, helping
maireenis N a8 story Mossie fosl safe.
STARTER (10 MINUTES) @ MAIN ACTIVITY (20-25 MIMUTES)
WHAT DOES BRAVERY LOOK LIKE? 1. E:pluring Courage in the Stary
1. Ask pupls to chow “brave”, “worried”, “detormined”, Dhisewss
PTETRCR L SOty UG = ‘Why Messie is scared
. Dinguis hov By dostn’t sbayd meean

haing Frinbas. = How Dani suppsorts hee
3 Ask: # How wupport can msks us fesl braver

= ‘Whan have you been brave?
o Wit Fadpad you feel wale?

2. Younger Classes (Znd-3rd Class) 3. Older Classes (4th—6th Class)
Task — Draw Someone Helping Someone Task — Courage & Support Reflection Sheet
Pupsis: Pupdy complete a short reflection:

W o - B e S W@ B W o

1. Draes Dani halping Massie.
2. Add speeck bubbles thowing what they might say.
3. 'Wribe o Sentence;

: L = *
;’"""‘f"““"’ g ) e ——— @
¢

=

* How can | support somaeane alee

wihsa Feels worried? ‘*‘
Duari balprs Mossia by, @
I"'-\. o

PLENARY (5 MiNUTES) 9 OLDER CLASSES .@ OPTIONAL 1 CLASS @ SHOW CONNECTION
Aok pupie: EXTENSION ADAPTATION
» 'What doess courage maan 1o youT R L Childemn act out & shrple This lesson fieks 1o the

o How can we show suppai paring Diand courigs sewrar whare ore charscter s ifi Thie Sirarl
o athar® b0 & vl emmpla of Ik amsthisr bessd brasss. Efephant whan Cuni

» Wy is kindrari important somanrs showing hrvery, probects Messie at the
when samesne b aered? e watering hole, shoaing

= Whah have | bl feeiveen & uiiure?

o = W@ = W = W = W
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LESSON 4 -

DRAMA: STEPPING

INTO THE STORY

0 LEARNING OBJECTIVE

To ewplore characters” thoughts, feslings,
v maotvations through drama techrgques.
CURRICULUM LINKS {IRELAND) STORY EXTRACT 1o s e seecet §

Arts Education — Drama

= Esploring and making drama
& Copperating and communicating in role

W = W W W D W e

Diani: “Anything's possible.”

= b

» Understanding characiers and sitaations SUMMARY:
Dani encowages Messie as they face
Language (Gl Language) challenges together. Pupils explare this

p 3 moment threngh drams, megining whal
Ty bt i charactors think, feel, snd want

» Responding to imegined scerarios

DRAMA TECHNIQUES WORKSHEET

FREEZE-FRAME HOT-SEATING IMPROVISED DIALOGLIE

#kxa & &2

Creste o ptill image that thawi g pupil i "in role”™ ag & charsctor Pairs o amall groups creste & tharn
an iFmpartant mement in the stery Crhary mik qustions to fird o scong with dialogue botween
What are the characters thinking whart they ane thinking, feeling characters. Use iind words, show
or fealing® of wanting support and sobve a problem

STARTER (10 saNuTES) MAIN ACTIVITY (20-25 MINUTES)

= A momend of hope
Diponas witat sach character might be Shinking,

Character Cormers 1. Freaze-Framas
Chaerk & cosrid of tha room far sach dharaceer: b amall groups, creaie frecce-lrames showing:
— bl ] e . o Dani encoursging Nekss
: . 2 B, - s i moerent of dangesr ﬁ- {

2. Hot-Seating
O Pl dits "o il ™ il Do, Marddde, Stirisn, o Moy
Pupily v 1 1k character thay Fesl mast cannectod ta Ortharrs aak quisithon such.
s axplair wiwy. & "What e you weriied about?”
* “What do you want 1o Fappen nex T -

& “How da you fedl skt e joumay "

PLEMARY (s manures)

3. Improvised Dialogue

= o = = = = W B W = e = W B

= H'ﬂ\in:h-m.u'n:wdid:,-w S sharid Piira eraata & dhart improetind stons whan i 'JI
Batisr fodey? one characier weppeoeis. another
= Hor did drama help you saplore En:wh.lri;gr:
thalr fpafings ¥ g " e
= What might happen rext = empathy
in the story?
@ OLDER CLASSES EXTENSION @ OPTIONAL 1 CLASS ADAPTATION @ SHOW COMNECTION
Wirite & short sorip? |8 Enesl b BT A e This leszon Bk o morens
T T e e wsotiom (hipesy, tcinsd s throughout The Secret Elasdhant

nruﬁdhnrnlw bﬂl\.-q-lu:l'llﬂ-ﬂiﬂ

togethar. ] —— eyt el D
BT

& E S & W @ R A @ L R E B R B R S W B

wihang Charscien must maks
brawron chedea and wopport

T o e o e o e o= M- o e o e o We B e o M o e B We W e o o Oe

fo o= W= of
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LESSON 5 -
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ﬁ Suitable for 2nd-6th Class e

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
To explare the meaning of yymbals,

undarstand how carvings can 1ell stories,
and create symbolic artwoerk inspired by
tha show

CURRICULUM LINKS (IRELAND)

6

Visual Arts
» Drawing and responding 1o visual stimudi

» Exploring line, shape. pattem,
ared syebolism

SUMMARY:

Pospular children's. sufhor Steeeen Loa discovers
& Frpvinricus. red stane carving of Dani

thor Elphant. s pariterns. anl oo suge-t

8 despsr meaning connectesd te 8 magicsl
Lbesty jut witiveg 16 b unesrad

LHI'IgLI’.BgE {Cwal Language)
o Discugsirn mesaning and inbenpretation
o Desoribineg visual features

STARTER (10 MMUTES)
What 1s a Symbol?
1. Sheew pupi simphe syrmbols e, Staf, i, funl.

Y

P
= Whai do these symbols maan? [ &
& How can pictores fall st withou? wonch? b =

L
Didcurts hovs thath b 2arving meght be o symbol =S 4 '!
in Ehe plory

e

2. Younger Classes (2nd=3rd Class)
Task — Create Your Own Symbaol
Pupis:
5. Dvaw & smphs bl that repeeams:
& Erwesry
s feparciibip
] M‘P‘
2. A eolour iedd patieen.

1 Wirdte e sentence:

"My syl mesnd.,, "
My symibal maand.. .
PLENARY (s mnumes) Q OLDER CLASSES
Bk popiic EXTENSION
& What symbol did pou ereate? “Htﬂlﬂ'rﬂ-l‘lpll'lgfqﬂ'l
® How can symbols halp anplaning b yoa clruing
il & story? conid guide Duani and MNessie
* Wy might the carving be on their journey.

irpanan o Dani and MessisT

=

STORY EXTRACT izo set the seene)

Stewen - Extraordinary... absolutely
1" mrisging. ..

w @ W F b @ B @ b R L R N W

@ MAIN ACTIVITY (z0-25 minuTES)
1. Exploring the Carving .

Drdezurih

* What shapes o patherrd can you see?
= What mighd the carsing represent?

® o emight it help Dani and Mesaie?

3. Older Classes (4th-6th Class)
Task — Story Carving Design Sheet

Pupds design & carving that rells part of e
Dari and Nesiie’s joumey.
mikale

* thupss of patieme tha repeent srokions :
& b iy Fren i o L
* poloasry that ghow mood

& i ihe anplinite of the =ik

@ SHOW CONNECTION

This leszan links to the mement
in The Secrad Elnphant whon
Stven dilcowirs & mylaricus
red stone carving that hints

M e iepessible

ﬁ e i"‘m

@ OPTIONAL 1% CLASS
ADAPTATION
Chidren create & simpls
“friendskvn syembad®

wing shapas

s e s e B W= = W = W = W = e i e S W s e = e = e 3 M

@+ @ ¢ + @ -+ - b



LESSON 6 — ANIMALS, HABITATS & SURVIVAL

@ LEARMING OBJECTIVE STORY EXTRACT ito set the scrne]
To sxplors diflerens habitaty, urcerstend how
hseerptmoriomonip | IO ... | -c... | couro |
Errrmgare fatunes Vet Rigs vk e fuvay From the logging camp I N 4 i
Buwary from the shauting ramaed W)
Buwary Froem The chaing.

@ CURRICULUM LINKS (RELANDS

SESE Science

= |Explaring haisiats and the arimah thal e in the=s

o Ureliranunciine v aramaly Sdlast 1o sarvie

n ki orvelie U el e s b Teepen
e ey

And whan The dun Tnally rose, thiy fousd thimdstvin
bk on the open plaing - free again

SUMMARY:
Duani and Mk oy seroed different habiacs =
plaira, oosan and oailing - sach with uniceag

Language (Dral Languege B Comprehansbon] i '

& fxking pnd peveserireg o ong sl sremal

@l hustetans

@ CSTARTER 10 MIMUTES)

What |5 5 Hebetat?
1. Shew pupils pictures of Giffernt
Fabitais. [sesannal,
edian, foreil, diser)
4, sk
® 'What animahi frew ham?
& ‘Wt oo iy g D0 UnSsET
3. Dy brow D dned B travel

thngesgh mone
thin ohe habata

o PLEMARY (5 MuNUTES

Bl papitic

= 'ihint suepried pou abo dieres babitnsT

a How do sdmads sdap b gurerea T

# ‘What challenges did Dani and Nessis
fice cn thair journeyT

# CLOER CLASSES EXTEMNSION

Rwpearch an endangsred snimal and
axpluin hove Babitat los affecty e survival,

E DPFTIDONAL 15T CLASS ADAPTATION
TR EnEras T Bhd "o BneRals.

COEAM AWSAALS

|

™

!._-.mmﬂdn.ﬂ

EORLET

GESLET

K MAIN ACTIVITY iz

). Exploring Habitats
Duss:

o Wit dangers of g meght eemaki Fee i eech habam?
& Hove dbo smdenaly, stary sale, fnd fooad, and protbect Shemsshees?
# o mighs Dan snd Meds fead i osach rere gnsingnment ?

E Yoinger Classes (2nd-3rd Clasa)
Task — Match the Animal
e tha Habitat
Popil:
Dirwewy v e vy prirnial B0 &1 halbiat,

1
£ Cobpsr the srimals
B Wit oo dentende
“Thas srervusl Beass i th =2 T

AN aL

HAETAT

(e Y
Sodh |t
Rl

g5 cule

e A
P S

| ;'FE .'1

‘g # This meimal Buesi i the _ bt

‘ SHOW COMMECTION

Thii lerdden hnki 1o 1he mamant &
Thar Secret Elsphant whare Dand and
Mksin traval threugh difgrem
habititi, laifming 16 sofvies and
sty brave togethaer.

€} Older Classes iath-sth Class)

Task — Adapiation & Survival Shaet
Pugely complote & ghort reassch-aiple sctvisy;
# Choops ong habitst from S story
& Ll sl that Bl theste
# Decribe features that help them wrvre

fg, brunk, Sng, wing, cemosflage
u Explain here Dari arcd Narisis might sdapt
H thay bved theer

.'rll-hhuldu:rn'

ﬂ Arvirnih that T e

gy, Featoras that halp tham pandus
X

rd
L 3

Fires D Sl Wit e sdaps

B b habinar:

49 joumey

* LM e s esr MRSt |® 2|



FINAL REFLECTION — BELONGING & GOODBYE
~

LEARNING OBJECTIVE
Tar reFiect an the thermes. of belonging, m STORY EXTRACT ito sat the scona)

b L andd Irgrchhip explored
o m,, T ,Iw_:hlm_ Steven: “They had found their place...

and each othear.”

SLIMMARY:

Afrer a bong jounney, Card ared Mossie
disoovar safety, belonging, and a sonse
of homae. Pupdls reflect om their own
peiences of beforging and bravery

@ CURRICULUM LINKS [RELAND]

SPHE / Wellbaing

= Reflecting on personal growth

» Undarstanding belonging and connection
o oy smatins nd relstrahip

Lasguage [Oval Languasgs & 'Writing)

s [Enpressing personal responses.
o Beflecting on themes and characiens

* REFLECTION ACTIVITY (#Whole Class or Individuad)

n What Does Belonging Mean 1o You? B‘ Younger Classes (Znd-3rd Olea) a Older Classas [$th—sth Class)
S Task — My Special Placs Task — Journey of Belonging
» Whars do you feel mos at | % ;{Mhd'mlphnr'nhrlﬂ'rqftﬂ Pupils write a short reflection:

o or happy.
& Wha helps you feel sabe or welcome? ekl e par e A tima | Bah brees A R SOmBoRE
= ‘What doss it mesan to belong? "1 balang when.,.” b iy

-

(_‘—— e e -.::

—

A place whishn What Diand and Messe
1 fesd | beedong taught me about

)

f

|

1 frigndship

| batong when..

0 PLENARY (5 MIMNUTES)

Ackk prupia:
& Wihai hawe you learned from Daed ard Hesabe's joumay?
& Mo can we balp others feed they belong?

& Wharl dowt bravany ook B i everyday He?

ﬂ OLDER CLASSES EXTENSION

Wiite & ihat parsgraph imagining what
Ciani and Messia’s life might be ke row
that theyve found & place to balong

5

% OFTIOMAL 15T CLASS ADAPTATION " SHOW COMNMNECTION @ VOCABULARY
Children cheode an emotion card Thix Fnal reflaction Bnks to the ending of ﬁ habanat
and say oev thing that holps Tha Secrot Elaphant, whane Dani and o
them feel safe or happy Nessie fird belonging, safety, and hope M adapiation
after thedr long jownary. | - T
d  environmaenn
Ay challenge
SAFE #F journey

PaEeMmMAMEM LGB A LE W L TR EN
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Written by

Steven Lee
The People’s Theatre Company

Education Pack Development
The People’s Theatre Company

Story & Characters
@ The People’s Theatre Company

Further Information
For more resources, workshops, and information
about our productions, visit:

www.ptc.org.uk

i

Thank You ¢ + fe T ol
Thank you for supporting theatre, et -
creativity, and storytelling in schools.




